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temples of the classic period, like the Temple of Apollo at
Phigaleial and the Temple of Concordia at Akragas,2 and
in some of the best Ionic temples, as the Temple of
Athena at Priene,8 it does not occur. Vitruvius4 re-
quired a stronger inclination than is found in Greek
temples, insisting that the axis of the colonnade be in-
clined toward the walls far enough to overcome the
diminution of the column and render the inner profile
perfectly vertical.

The art of composition included also the decoration
of columns. In the great majority of cases the same
type of base, shaft, and capital was repeated throughout a
colonnade. But decorative composition of a more com-
plex type was found in the archaic as well as in the
Hellenistic Temple of Artemis at Ephesos,5 where variety
was exhibited not only in the sculptured shafts, but also
in the bases and capitals. In the North Porch of the
Erechtheion a very delicate symmetry was produced by
the use of concave bands in the braids which decorated
the bases of the corner columns, while convex bands were
used for the others. In the Artemision at Magnesia 6 hori-
zontal and vertical leaf decoration was applied alternately
on the bases of the columns of the peristyle, while the
bases of the columns of the pronaos and opisthodomos
were decorated with braid ornament. The fagade of the
decastyle Temple of Apollo near Miletos7 presented a
most elaborate scheme of decorative composition. Here
the bases and capitals of the corner columns corresponded
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